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Untold Story 

Under moonlight, myself as ten years old boy, 
was sitting with my grand-mother and listened to 
her story: 
“I got married to a son of The Royal Regent.  The Palace 
of the Regent was outside of Hue’s citadel.  The King 
Bảo Đại and his Queen Nam Phương made their 
visitation sometime as they liked the quiet garden and 
that they can relax in an out-skirt of the Citadel. There 
was always a team of professional chefs followed to 
prepare meals for the Royals.  I learned many cooking 
skills from these Royal kitchen’s experts.  The King and 
Queen loved Bún Bò so much, especially, with the chili 
sauce made by our family added in their bowls.  You can 
tell the uniqueness by tasting it.  That is our family’s 
recipe that un-liked other chili sauces you may taste in 
Đông Ba market or elsewhere today…” 

 

Huế Hot Sauce is available for sale at PHO 90 
 

 
 
 
 

In the late 19th century, there was a town called 
Sai Gon (also called Prei Nokor) was developed 
by French.  During French colonialism , Sai Gon 
was considered as a Paris in the Far East when 
it became as the capital of Indochina. Many 
factories and entertainment buildings were 
erected.  Sai Gon, in the other hand, could 
compete with Singapore of the British colonists. 
In the city centre, many beautiful architectural 
buildings such as Notre-Dame Catheral, Ben 
Thanh Market, Sai Gon Opera House, Palace of 
the general government of Cochinchina were 
developed and remained to these days.  Catinat 
Street was considered a primary showcase of Sai 
Gon with offices, theatres, hotels, shops and 
restaurants.  Cho Lon was a Chinatown that also 
contributed to the city’s vibrating in the 
surrounding area.  The first railway track in 
Indochina with 70km…

…that connected Sai Gon and My Tho was built 
in 1885.Nguyen Hue Street (this day) was a 
grand canal back then where was together with 
the bank of Sai Gon River were lively market. 
Sai Gon quickly became a major destination in 
Asia.  French and other ethnic groups who came 
to work and live in Vietnam started to call Sai 
Gon as The Pearl of the Far East. On those 
international voyages via Sai Gon, traders from 
India, China, Europe and America were all 
impressed by this emerging city, known as the 
most elegant and hectic in all of Indochina and 
Asia at large. When they disembarked at Ben 
Nghe and Bach Dang ports, they had been 
amazed by all attractions there from the edges of 
the ports to the city centre. At the time, Sai Gon 
was long way that other cities in Asia could catch 
up.  People started to spread another nick name 
of Saigon as "the pearl of the Far East".  -TTH- 

 
 
 
 

 
 

W H Y  W A S  S A I G O N  C A L L E D  

 “THE PEARL OF THE FAR EAST”? 

Editor in Chief: 

Hung That Ton 

 

OVERSEAS 
REPORTS 

PEN INTERNATIONAL 
// 13 January 2021 
PEN International was delighted to award 
its PEN International Award for Freedom of 
Expression 2021 to Zimbabwean author Tsitsi 
Dangarembga. 
PEN International President Jennifer Clement 
introduced the award at the Winternachten 
International Literature Festival The Hague.We 
congratulate author Tsitsi Dangarembga, we 
wish her well in her next project and the fighting 
for Freedom of Expression 


